The term congestion is applied to conditions which are characterised by a more or less extensive accumulation of blood in any part of the body. To refer for one moment to the process of circulation, it will be remembered that the arteries, ending in arterioles or arterial capillaries, communicate with venous radicles or capillaries, which eventually form the veins ; and that it is whilst passing through the capillary network that the processes of nutrition and oxidation of the tissues are effected; one of the most important results, in regard to the blood, being, that The action in all probability is "derivative" and "attractive," from the respiratory to the digestive tract, upon the energy of the circulation, and precisely similar in principle to that of a sinapism or blister applied externally for purposes of counter-irritation. Examples of the latter class may perhaps not be so frequently seen.
I have observed cases in which acute pain of a spasmodic character has been complained of in the bowels, without rise of temperature, relieved for a time by pressure and friction, and the result of exhausting work with or without exposure to cold. The tongue has been moist and only slightly furred. I have seen such cases due, I believe, to simple passive congestion of the blood, from exhaustion in the mucous membrane and venous capillary system of the intestine generally, rapidly relieved by such remedies as ammonia, bicarbonate of soda, and brandy, with the application of sinapisms or turpentine stupes locally. But ( To be continued.)
